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Oil  Paintings  &  Sculpture  Exhibit  at 
Town  Hall 

Local  Artist  Jean  McCandless  will  display  her  oil  paintings 
and  sculptures  between  April  14th  and  May  31st  at  our  Town 
Hall  Chambers.  A  reception  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  April  14th 
from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Jean  and  her  husband,  Charles  are  long  time  residents  of  Los 
Altos  Hills.  McCandless'  oil  paintings  and  sculptures  are  usually 

large,  abstract 

f^  ^^H  and  colorful. 

J^^^^k  ^^1  Some  reflect  an 

'    ^^^^^^^B  I^H  Asian 

as  a  result  of 
working  with  the 
celebrated  artist 
Kishi.  The 
Spring  Series" 
shows  the 

excitement  of  the  season  in  movement  and  color.  Bronze  sculp- 
tures run  the  gamut  from  small  realistic  figures  and  animals  to 
pure  abstraction.  There  are  fabricated  aluminum  pieces,  painted 
in  bright  colors,  which  work  well  in  the  garden.  A  commissioned 
work  can  be  up  to  12  feet  high. 

Jean  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  State  University,  (art  major, 
cum  laude)  who  later  did  graduate  work  at  UC  Berkeley  and  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute.  She  taught  art  at  Pescadero  Union  High 
School  and  Palo  Alto  Adult  Education  Program.  She  has  widely 
exhibited  her  work  in  solo  exhibits  as  well  as  many  group 
exhibitions.  Many  of  her  works  are  in  private  collections  and 
public  buildings. 

Charles  was  instrumental  in  the  founding  of  the  Town  in 
1956  -  advising  on  zoning,  subdividing,  subdivision  ordinances, 
and  state  law  pertaining  to  incorporation.  The  Town  Hall  was 
constructed  with  services  donated  by  McCandless  who  surveyed 
the  site  and  prepared  the  plot  plan.  Subsequently  he  served  as  the 
first  Town  Engineer. 

Ethel  Blank,  Exhibit  Curator  for  the  Town,  has  arranged  an 
exciting  calendar  of  artists  for  1996  including  Phyllis  Janklow, 
Monoprint  Exhibit,  June  9  -  August  1996;  Reception  June  9th, 
2  to  4  p.m.;  and  a  Print  on  Sekishu  Paper  Exhibit,  Sept.  8  -  Oct. 
1996;  Reception,  Sunday,  Sept.  8th,  2-4  p.m.  Please  join  us! 


S'Bring  In  The  Hills  '96 

^    />     LeVs  Make  A  Date  For 

Saturday,  May  18th! 

The  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  is 
holding  its  Third  ''S*^uh^  Ok  1^ 
'^^UjU  "  Dinner/Dance  event  on 
Saturday  evening.  May  18th,  at  the 
newly  remodeled  Fremont  Hills  Country  Club.  This  biennial 

event  "S*  t<>*^"  the  community  together  every  other  Spring 
in  a  festive  spirit  for  a  social  evening  packed  with  fun, 
entertainment  and  special  events. 

It  also  serves  as  a  way  to  recognize  the  Town's  most 
recent  newcomers,  and  welcome  them  into  the  Community. 
The  evening  includes  a  hosted  champagne/strawberry  cocktail 
hour  with  jazz  combo  accompaniment,  a  delicious  catered 
buffet  dinner  with  wine,  coffee  and  dessert,  an  evening  dance 
party  featuring  a  terrific  "Big  Band"  dance  orchestra,  games, 
door  prizes,  cash  awards,  weekend  giveaways,  etc.  According 
to  Community  Relations  Chair,  Roger  Burnell,  "this  is  the 
only  event  sponsored  by  our  Town  for  the  specific  enjoyment 
of  our  own  residents  -  and  people  are  encouraged  to  register 
early,  as  our  first  event  was  sold  out  three  weeks  in  advance." 

Reservation  forms  are  included  in  this  Newsletter,  and 
Event  Chairman  Jay  Jenson  is  arranging  for  personal 
invitations  to  be  sent  to  newcomers  during  the  first  week  of 
April.  For  information,  or  to  volunteer  to  help  with  planning, 
decorations,  or  partying,  please  call  Town  Hall  at  941-7222, 
Extension  311. 
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Editorial  Corner 

ON  BEING  A  COMMUNITY 

Celebrating  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the 
Founding  of  Los  Altos  Hills 

In  our  last  edition  we  offered  a  short  history  of  Town 
Hall,  depicting  the  spirit  of  vision  and  allegiance  which  char- 
tered our  unique  Town  when  it  was  founded  in  1956.  This 
year  we  celebrate  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills. 

This  inspires  some  reflection.  At  a  recent  public  meeting, 
one  of  our  original  founders 
lamented  that,  for  him,  the 
tenor  of  our  Town  has 
shifted  somewhat  dramati- 
cally over  the  years.  Where 
Los  Altos  Hills  once  at- 
tracted friendly  neighbors 
and  the  naturalist  family  with 
their  soft-lined  ranch  house 
and  back-yard  hobby  or- 
chard, we  now  adjust  to  the 
evolution  of  statement  struc- 
tures and  pilastered,  wrought 
iron  fences  -  some  bedecked 

with  balustrades  -  as  if,  he  ^ 

lamented,  "to  protect  us  fi-om     wiKt^^BK^^^K^/Bif       A 
our  own  neighbors?" 

Let's  do  inventory.  Our  Town  was  founded  by  volunteers 
and  its  Town  Hall  built  by  contributions.  Our  residents  are 
among  the  most  successful  business  people  per  capita  in  the 
world,  and  although  increasingly  culturally  diverse,  we  imag- 
ine that  they  bring  with  them  such  cherished  virtues  as  wis- 
dom, honor,  dignity,  humility,  sensitivity,  and  courage.  We 
are  cited  annually  as  one  of  the  safest  communities  of  our 
type  in  the  nation.  And  our  well-balanced,  conservatively- 
budgeted  government  is  served  by  an  excellent,  dedicated 
staff,  and  supported  by  at  least  three  times  as  many 
resident-volunteers. 

In  the  words  of  former  Los  Altos  Mayor  Jane  Reed: 
"A  community  is  not  merely  the  sum  of  its  parts,  its  sites, 
homes  and  facilities;  and  those  who  forget  that,  can  live  here 
for  years  without  truly  appreciating  what  each  of  us  has 
to  offer." 

Let  us  take  time  to  hone  the  fine  art  of  living  together, 
and  re-create  a  community  of  fellowship  where  one  doesn't 
merely  offer  "We  live  in  Los  Altos  Hills"  without  also  re- 
membering "We  ARE  Los  Altos  Hills."  Let  us  beam  with 
gratitude  for  our  good  fortune,  while  being  warmed  some- 
where inside  by  a  sense  of  deep  respect  and  appreciation  for 
all  of  what  we  are  that  has  made  living  here  possible. 

Editor 


April  (TBA)        Town  Council  Meeting;  Topic: 

Garbage  &  Yard  Waste  Service;  Town 
Hall  Chambers;  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  (Date  to  be 
announced;  watch  the  Town  Crier.) 

April  20-2 1  Native  Plant  SaleAVildflower  Show; 

Calif.  Native  Plant  Society;  Foothill 
College,  Fri.  &  Sat.;  Time:  10  a.m.-  4 
p.m.;  Adm;  Free;  (Parking:  $1  -  Bring 
quarters) 

April  25  Los  Altos  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Spring  EXPO  '96;  Trade  Fair; 

Entertainment,  Prizes,  Demonstrations; 
5-8  p.m.;  Hillview  Community 
Center.  Info.  948-1455. 

May  3-5  Friends  of  the  Library  Book  Sale, 

Hillview  Community  Center,  Fri.  7  p.m.- 
9  p.m.;  Memb.  Only;  Sat.  10  a.m.  - 
3  p.m.;  Sun.,  Noon  -  3  p.m. 

May  18  S  SnuK^  ^k  7<«^  ^c^  '96  Dinner 

Dance;  Fremont  Hills  Country  Club; 
See  enclosed  invitation;  Call  Town  Hall; 
Info.  Call:  941-7222,  X  311 

June  I  Pathways  Day,  Sat.,  10  a.m.;  Meet  at  the 

Westwind  Barn,  Altamont  Road. 


Opportunities  for  Community  Volunteers 

Two  appointments  will  be  made  to  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion in  June  for  four-year  terms  which  commence  on  July  I, 
1996.  Additionally,  there  are  vacancies  on  several  of  the 
Town's  Standing  Committees:  Environmental  Design  and 
Protection,  Pathways,  Safety,  Joint  Volunteer  Awards  and 
Youth  Commissioner.  Applications  are  available  in  the  City 
Clerk's  Office  at  Town  Hall  during  regular  office  hours  (8 
a.m.  to  noon;  I  p.m.  to  5  p.m.)  If  you  have  any  questions  or 
need  any  additional  information,  please  contact  the  City  Clerk 
at  941-7222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

We  are  considering  reserving  some  space  in  our  October  1996 
Newsletter  for  short  and  sincere  writings  that  are  relevant  to  our 
community  readership.  Please  write  to  "The  Editor,"  c/o  Town 
Hall,  26379  Fremont  Road,  LAH,  CA  94022. 
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Home  Computer  Survey:  Results 

The  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  has  established  a  Technology 
Improvement  Committee  to  investigate  and  recommend  ways 
for  using  modem  telecommunications  and  computer  technol- 
ogy to  improve  the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of  our  Town 
Government. 

As  part  of  that  review,  the  Committee  wanted  to  under- 
stand the  extent  to  which  residents  currently  use  computers  at 
home,  their  ability  to  communicate  with  other  systems  via  mo- 
dem and  their  interest  in  communicating  with  the  Town  Gov- 
ernment via  computer.  Consequently,  a  Home  Computer  Sur- 
vey was  developed  by  the  Committee  and  sent  to  the  residents 
in  a  previous  issue  of  this  Newsletter.  Here  are  the  highlights: 

□  The  response  rate  was  14%!  (4%  is  generally  consid- 
ered high  for  mail  surveys.) 

n  There  is  at  least  one  computer  in  93%  of  the  respon- 
dent's homes.  (It  is  difficult  to  draw  specific  conclusions  about 
those  not  responding.) 

n      The  types  of  computers  are  relatively  evenly  divided 
between  IBM  Compatibles  and  Apples.  (There  is  a  signifi- 
cantly higher  Apple  ownership  than  in  the  market  as  a  whole.) 

□  Sixty-eight  percent  of  the  residents  who  replied  con- 
nect with  a  modem  to  either  an  information  utility 
(CompuServe,  AOL,  etc.),  the  Internet,  their  company  com- 
puter or  several  of  these,  while  32%  did  not  connect  to  other 
computers  with  a  modem. 

□  Over  80%  of  the  respondents  said  they  might  occa- 
sionally (several  times/year)  or  frequently  (several  times  per 
month)  call  a  Town  computer  to  exchange  administrative  or 
governmental  information. 

We  want  to  thank  the  residents  who  completed  and  re- 
turned the  Survey.  The  Technology  Improvement  Committee 
will  use  this  information  in  formulating  its  new  plans  for  the 
use  of  computers  at  Town  Hall. 


^ 


Heritage  House  -  "Protects"  the  Sheriff 

The  Santa  Clara  County  Sheriff  which  services  the  Town 
of  Los  Altos  Hills  now  has  a  permanent  office  at  the  Heritage 
House.  While  their  main  fijnction  is  to  patrol  the  roads  of  Los 
Altos  Hills  and  to  respond  to  resident  emergency  calls,  a 
certain  amount  of  the  deputies'  time  is  used  to  perform  admin- 
istrative duties.  While  in  the  office,  each  deputy  is  very 
willing  to  meet  with  residents  to  discuss  related  topics,  so  long 
as  they  make  an  appointment  ahead  of  time  through  the  Town 
receptionist  (941-7222). 


Pathways  Day!  Saturday,  June  1st 
Mark  Your  Calendars!! 

Breathtaking  overviews,  pastoral  settings 
and  nature's  wondrous  scenery  await  you  on 
Saturday,  June  1st  when  members  of  the  Path- 
way Committee  will  lead  guided  tours  through 
paths  in  our  town.  Separate  tours  for  equestri- 
ans and  pedestrians  will  begin  from  Westwind  Barn,  located 
on  Altamont  Road.  Included  in  the  route  will  be  Central 
Drive,  the  Artemas  Ginzton  Trail,  Byrne  Park  Lane,  Alta- 
mont and  Byrne  Preserve.  A  map  of  the  route  is  shown 
below. 

The  Outings  will  begin  at  10  a.m.,  and  return  to  West- 
wind  Barn  by  noon,  for  refreshments  provided  by  the  Com- 
munity Relations  Committee.  Regardless  of  your  age  or  abil- 
ity, you  will  enjoy  this  opportunity  to  exercise,  to  learn  and 
to  meet  new  people. 

Maps  of  the  Town's  pathways  were  mailed  to  all  resi- 
dents in  1994  as  part  of  the  Town  information  packet.  If  you 
did  not  receive  a  map  or  you  are  new  to  the  community,  you 
can  purchase  a  Pathways  Map  at  Town  Hall  for  $2.00. 

Volunteers  on  the  Los  Altos  Hills  Pathway  Committee 
serve  as  overseers  of  the  pathway  system.  Along  with  the 
Town  Planner,  Public  Works  Manager,  and  Town  Crew,  the 
Committee  assists  in  the  design,  construction,  and  mainte- 
nance of  paths.  The  Committee  and  Maintenance  Crew  are 
responsible  for  placing  pathway  posts  at  pathway  entrances, 
determining  feasibility  of  pathways,  and  naming  pathways  to 
honor  citizens  who  have  contributed  to  the  pathways  system 
and  to  the  community.  The  Committee  welcomes  input  from 
all  residents  to  assist  them  in  identifying  and  addressing  path- 
way needs.  If  you  notice  any  problems  with  the  pathways, 
please  submit  a  request  for  pathway  maintenance  to  Town 
Hall.  Keeping  our  pathways  safe  and  enjoyable  for  everyone 
in  the  community  is  the  Town's  goal. 
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The  Under-Rated  Utility 
Our  Septic  Systems 

Approximately  2  of  every  3  homes  in  Los  Altos  Hills  are 
on  what  is  called  a  Septic  System.  There  is  a  map  at  Town 
Hall  that  shows  which  lots  are  connected  to  public  sewer  lines 
and  those  using  septic  systems.  New  construction  within  400 
feet  of  a  Town  sewer  is  required  to  "hook  up."  Septic  systems 
are  regulated  by  the  Santa  Clara  County  Department  of  Envi- 
ronmental Health.  They  are  located  at  2220  Moorpark  Av- 
enue, San  Jose,  95128.  Before  constructing  or  repairing  a  sys- 
tem, you  must  give  them  a  call  at  (408)  299-6060. 

Here  are  some  important  considerations  about  these  sys- 
tems and  their  requirements  for  periodic  maintenance. 

What  is  Wastewater? 

Wastewater  is  the  aggregate  of  all  water  disposed  from 
sinks,  showers,  baths,  disposals,  toilets  and  washing  machines 
which  contain  microorganisms  (including  bacteria  and 
viruses)  which  can  be  a  hazard  to  public  health  if  discharged 
in  groundwater,  surface  water,  or  on  surfaces. 

What  is  A  Septic  System?  How  Does  it  Work? 

The  septic  system  consists  of  a  tank  (usually  1,500  gal- 
lons), and  a  leachfield.  The  tank  removes  solids  by  letting 
them  settle  downwards  while  being  biologically  digested  by 
natural  anaerobic  bacteria.  One  byproduct,  hydrogen  sulfide, 
may  occasionally  be  emitted  through  a  vent.  This  "rotten  egg" 
fragrance  is  normal,  and  should  not  be  cause  for  concern. 

The  upper  layers  (known  as  sludge  and  scum)  must  be  re- 
moved periodically  to  prevent  accumulation  from  flowing 
into  the  leachfield  and  clogging  the  pipe  and  soil  pores.  THIS 
IS  IMPORTANT  vjhen  using  garbage  disposals,  which  cause 
more  rapid  accumulation,  requiring  more  frequent  cleaning. 

The  leachfield  consists  of  a  system  of  trenches  2  feet  wide 
by  3  feet  high,  with  a  4-inch  perforated  pipe  set  into  a  bed  of 
washed  rock  which  dissipates  the  effluent,  while  protecting 
from  root  growth.  Organic  material  dissolved  in  the  exiting 
effluent  is  dissolved  by  aerobic  (with  air)  bacteria  living  be- 
tween the  interface  of  the  trench  and  the  undisturbed  soil. 

What  Can  Go  Wrong? 

Septic  Tank:  Very  little  -  possible  structural  breakdown, 
clogged  line  from  the  house,  or  deterioration  of  redwood  lids 
in  older  tanks.  Leachfield:  Carry-over  of  solid  waste  from  the 
tank,  or  "biological  clogging"  at  the  trench/soil  interface.  Re- 
duced flow  capacity  with  age. 

Signs  of  Malfunction: 

Odors,  persistent  wet  spots,  isolated  lush  growth  near  sys- 
tem; sluggish  house  plumbing  over  time,  or  during  heavy  use 
or  wet  weather;  outflow  resistance  after  tank  cleaning. 


\       /  ^ 


Black  colw  «>Unoaikei 
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Maintenance: 

It  is  essential  that  solids  be  removed  before  they  enter  the 
leachfield  system.  Waiting  may  lead  to  costly  and  irreversible 
repairs!  As  a  general  rule:  Pump  your  Septic  Tank  every  3  to 
5  years,  adjusting  this  up  or  down  depending  on  system  use. 
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WHAT'S  NEW  AT  WESTWIND  B AfW  ? 

This  year  many  substantial  and  cosmetic  improvements 
are  underway  at  Westwind  Barn.  Roof  repairs  have  been 
completed.  The  bathroom  is  now  refurbished  to  meet  ADA 
standards.  The  arena  surface  and  fencing  are  complete,  and 
have  held  up  well  during  the  wet  weather.  The  project  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completely  finished,  with  irrigation  system,  spec- 
tator benches  and  a  judge's  booth,  in  time  for  the  first  show 
of  the  season. 

Equestrians  who  board  their  horses  elsewhere  are  wel- 
come to  use  the  riding  arenas  or  take  lessons  from  one  of  the 
well-qualified  instructors.  You  may  simply  become  a 
"Facility  User"  for  a  nominal  annual  fee  of  $25  plus  $15  per 
month  of  use.  Other  benefits  include  regular  equine  shots  and 
worming  clinics.  Pacific  Ridge  Pony  Club  holds  meetings  at 
Westwind  Barn,  and  in  the  summer  "schooling"  horse  shows 
are  open  to  the  public.  Although  there  usually  is  a  waiting  list 
for  stalls  or  pasture  rental,  Los  Altos  Hills  residents  receive 
priority. 

Weswind  Barn  is  also  home  to  the  "4-H  Riding  for  the 
Handicapped"  program,  which  serves  children  with  special 
needs.  To  support  this  program,  to  become  a  volunteer  or  for 
additional  information,  call  Nancy  Couperus  at  (415)  941- 
4808.  For  further  information  on  what  Westwind  can  offer  to 
you  and  your  family,  or  more  information  on  upcoming 
events,  call  Barn  Manager,  Kelly  Douglas,  at  (415)  941-61 13. 

WestWind  barn  event  calendar 

•  Mar  29-31  Clinic  by  John  Lyons  Apprentice,  Charles 

Wiiheim 

•  April  18-22  Dressage  clinic  by  Erik  Hebermann 

•  April  21  Green  as  Grass  Show,  (Rain  Date:  May  26) 

•  May  19  Tiedown  Horse  Show. 

•  June  1  Pathways  Committee  trail  ride  and  guided 

hike;  Meet  at  Westwind  Bam;  10  a.m. 

•  Aug  18  Horse-play  '96;  LAHHA  Horse  Show 

•  Aug.  24  Hoe-down;  Square  Dance  and  Auction 

•  Oct.  27  Pacific  Ridge  Pony  Club  Halloween  Show; 

(Rain  Date:  Nov  3) 


Los  Altos  Hills  Horseman's  Association 
(LAHHA)  Event  Calendar 

•  April  21  Green  as  Grass  Show,  (Rain  Date:  May  26) 

•  May  5  Town  Ring  Show 

•  June  30  Town  Ring  Show 

•  July  21  Town  Ring  Show 

•  Aug.  18  Horse-play  '96;  Westwind  Barn 

•  Oct.  6  Town  Ring  Show 

•  Oct.  27  Pacific  Ridge  Pony  Club  Halloween 

Show;  (Rain  Date:  Nov. 3) 

•  All  shows  are  at  Town  Ring  (except  April  21st  and  Aug.  18th  at 
Westwind  Bam)  and  start  times  are  at  8:30  a.m. 


New  Faces  At  Town  Hall  - 

Kiersa  Haller  -  Receptionist 

Kiersa  came  to  us  from 
McWhorters  Stationers,  where  she 
ran  the  Print  Center  for  two  years. 
She  is  studying  General  Education 
at  De  Anza,  and  wants  to  eventually 
enter  Industrial  Psychology  and  pre- 
pare for  Training  and  Counseling. 
"What  do  I  like  most  about  working 
at  Town  Hall?  Everybody's  so 
friendly  and  personal,"  she  ex- 
claims! 

Born  on  Friday  the  1 3th  in  Arizona,  and  after  spending 
some  time  in  Texas,  she  moved  to  Palo  Alto.  Kiersa  is  noted 
for  her  customer  service  skills.  In  fact,  Kiersa  was  recently 
told  by  a  caller:  "Calling  Town  Hall  is  now  a  Cosmic  Experi- 
ence!" (Try  it  -  we  think  you  11  agree!) 

Carol  Ferrell  -  Finance  Director 

Carol  joined  us  on  January  1st,  accepting  the  position  va- 
cated by  the  retirement  of  her  dedicated  predecessor,  Louise 
Parmett.  Carol  had  been  the  Accounting  Manager  for  the  City 
of  Palo  Alto  where  she  enjoyed  the  support  of  20  employees. 
What  motivated  the  change?  "It  was  time  for  a  career  move, 
and  I  like  the  challenge  of  this  position  - 1  can  plug  in  my  ex- 
perience and  see  a  greater  impact." 

That  experience  also 
includes  two  years  man- 
aging accounting  for  a 
Medical  Center  in  Atlanta 
following  a  degree  in  ac- 
counting from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Texas,  and  four 
years  as  the  Supervising 
Auditor  for  Texas  A«&M 
at  College  Station.  She 
also  made  time  to  become  a  CPA  in  both  Georgia  and  Texas. 

Carol  and  her  husband  of  1 7  years,  John,  a  patent  attor- 
ney, enjoy  raising  their  8  and  12  year-old  girls  in  Los  Altos. 
They  love  to  ski,  and  Carol  plays  softball  on  a  men  and 
women's  softball  team.  "The  team  needed  another  woman," 
explained  Carol.  "1  helped  them  meet  their  quota!"  (Hmmm... 
humble  too!). 

We  all  extend  Carol  a  warm  welcome! 
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Clarification  Last  Newsletter  -  Oct.'95: 

We  would  like  to  clarify  that  John  Fowle  donated  the  land  for 
our  Town  Hall,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Earl  Dawson  donated 
$15,000  for  its  construction. 
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LAH  FIRE  PREVENTION  PLANS 

Probably  the  most  dangerous  potential  disaster  for  resi- 
dents of  Los  Altos  Hills  is  a  fire  storm.  The  last  major  fire 
occurred  in  1985  when  a  number  of  homes  were  completely 
lost  and  others  were  severely  damaged.  In  an  effort  to  mini- 
mize the  potential  of  a  major  fire,  the  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills 
annually  requires  regular  weed  abatement,  as  well  as  proper 
fire  retardant  construction  materials  and  landscaping.  How- 
ever, certain  areas  in  the  Town  have  extensive  hazardous 
landscaping,  i.e.,  large  areas  of  brush  which  can  easily  burn  - 
on  both  private  and  public  land. 

To  reduce  the  potential  of  fire  in  these  areas,  the  Town  - 
in  conjunction  with  the  Los  Altos  County  Fire  Protection  Dis- 
trict and  the  Los  Altos  Fire  Department  -  is  starting  a  pilot 
project.  If  successful,  the  concept  will  be  used  throughout  the 
Town.  The  Town  has  closed  the  area  around  Byrne  Preserve 
at  night  and  is  evaluating  the  possibility  of  cutting  back 
flammable  brush  and  establishing  "defensible  space"  areas  for 
fire  prevention.  Under  this  project,  all  affected  residents  will 
be  contacted  by  the  LAFD  who  will  survey  their  property, 
and  make  recommendations  for  establishing  a  defensive  area 
around  each  home,  thereby  protecting  the  community  as  a 
whole.  This  survey  is  being  done  on  a  volunteer  basis.  Once 
completed,  residents  will  need  to  clear  out  the  brush  in  the 
recommended  areas  on  their  poperty  and  create  the  defensible 
space  areas.  The  Town  will  clear  recommended  areas  on  pub- 
lic property.  The  extent  of  success  in  building  these  defensive 
areas  will  determine  whether  or  not  the  Town  will  proceed  to 
other  neighborhoods  within  the  Town.  This  first  project  will 
be  completed  in  1996. 


THE  LAH  NEIGHBORHOOD 
EMERGENCY  NETWORK 

The  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  has  one  of  the  best  all- 
volunteer  neighborhood  emergency  networks  in  Northern 
California.  Established  in  1985,  it  now  is  in  need  of  updating 
due  to  normal  turn-over  and  movement  of  residents.  The 
Town  has  been  laid  out  to  have  thirty-five  small  neighbor- 
hoods. Each  neighborhood  has  at  least  one  Neighborhood  Co- 
ordinator who  works  with  the  local  residents  to  plan  ahead 
for  the  handling  of  any  emergency.  Due  to  the  uncertainty  of 
an  earthquake  or  major  fire,  the  basic  purpose  of  the  emer- 
gency network  is  to  make  everyone  as  self-sufficient  as  possi- 
ble and  to  promote  the  concept  of  "neighbors  helping  neigh- 
bors." Neighborhood  Coordinators  also  help  in  other  useful 
ways  such  as  alerting  neighbors  to  local  burglaries,  and  to 
earth  movements  during  heavy  rain  periods. 

In  order  to  update  the  Neighborhood  Emergency  Net- 
work, the  Los  Altos  Hills  Safety  Committee  is  inviting  five 
different  Neighborhood  Coordinators  to  each  regular  monthly 
meeting  (held  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month)  to  discuss 


ways  to  improve  the  network  and  enhance  its  activities 
through  better  communication  and  training.  With  this  sched- 
ule all  thirty-five  Coordinators  will  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  and  suggestions  within  the  next  twelve 
months.  A  list  of  newcomers  moving  into  each  neighborhood 
is  sent  on  a  quarterly  basis  to  each  coordinator  where  resi- 
dents have  changed  during  that  latest  period. 

Due  to  normal  turnover,  there  are  some  current  openings 
for  Neighborhood  Coordinators.  Any  one  interested  in  be- 
coming a  Neighborhood  Coordinator  may  contact  Pat  Dowd 
at  the  Town  Hall  (941-7222). 

Berin  Fank,  Chairman.  Safety  Committee 
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EMERGENCY  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Please  keep  this  list  near  your  telephone. 
AGENCY  TELEPHONE 

EMERGENCY  911 


Santa  Clara  County  Sheriffs  Department: 
Westside  Substation  (M-F,  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Emergency  Services  - 

Operations  Desk  (24  hours) 
Santa  Clara  County  Communications: 
Non-Emergency  (24  hours) 
Administrative     (24  hours) 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  (Known  Outages) 
Pacific  Bell  -  Repair  Service 
Purissima  Hills  Water  District 
California  Water  Service 
Los  Altos  Police  Department 

(After  5  p.m.) 

Los  Altos  Fire  Department 

(After  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Emergencies  (M-F)  Town  Hall 
After  Business  Hours: 

Los  Altos  Basin 
(City  of  Los  Altos,  Public  Works  Dept.) 

Palo  Alto  Basin 
(Collection  Systems  Maintenance) 


(408)867-9715 

(408)299-2622 

(408)  299-3233 

(408)  299-2505 

(800)  743-5000 

(800)  743-5002 

611 

(415)948-1217 

(415)968-1686 

(415)948-8223 

(415)948-8222 

(415)948-8223 

(415)948-8222 

(415)941-7222 


(415)948-8223 
(415)366-1059 
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LITTLE  LEAGUE 

400  KIDS  NOW 
*TLAYBALLr' 

The  crack  of  the  bat,  the 
smack  of  the  leather  mitt,  and 
the  roar  of  the  crowd  arising 
from  Los  Altos  Hills  can  only 
mean  one  thing  in  the  Spring  ... 
It's  LITTLE  LEAGUE  SEA- 
SON! 

Over  400  Los  Altos  Hills  youth  from  age  6  into  high 
school  play  T-Ball,  softball,  and  baseball  each  year  from 
March  into  the  summer.  Kids  from  Los  Altos  Hills  play  on 
teams  with  schoolmates  from  Los  Altos  and  Palo  Alto  in  what 
has  become  one  of  the  nicest  Little  League  Parks  and  one  of 
the  strongest  programs  in  the  Bay  Area.  Behind  these  400 
kids  is  a  legion  of  parents,  volunteers  and  sponsors  who  make 
it  all  happen.  Bats,  balls,  uniforms,  coaches,  clinics,  ball  park 
maintenance  and  repairs,  snack  bar,  fund  raising,  and  games 
require  thousands  of  hours  of  volunteer  time  making  Little 
League  the  largest  organized  community  activity  in  Los  Al- 
tos Hills.  Each  year  35  Hills  Little  League  teams  play  nearly 
500  games  against  teams  from  the  area  and  participate  in 
tournaments  with  players  from  all  over  Northern  California. 

Little  League  leaders  point  with  pride  to  their  program  at 
the  Little  League  Fields  on  Purissima  Road.  Each  year  for 
five  seasons,  coaches  attend  a  weekend  "Coaches  Clinic"  pre- 
sented by  professional  youth  coaches  Al  Herback  and  Al 
Price  to  teach  the  coaches  how  to  coach  the  kids.  "Al  and  Al 
Baseball,"  based  in  Edmonton,  Alberta,  present  clinics  all 
over  North  America.  Fundamentals  of  throwing,  catching, 
and  hitting  are  taught  so  that  each  year  coaches  and  players 
are  developing  consistent  basics.  Just  as  important  as  teaching 
good  fundamentals.  Little  League  coaches  are  taught  how  to 
get  best  results  for  kids  through  enhancing  their  self  esteem 
and  playing  team  sports.  Kids  "try  out"  for  Little  League  but 
every  kid  makes  a  team.  Teams  are  "drafted"  to  provide  a  bal- 
ance in  each  league  so  that  the  leading  teams  in  the  first  half 
of  the  season  often  find  tough  going  in  the  second  half  of  the 
season. 

Since  1990,  Little  League  has  assumed  the  management 
of  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Little  League 
Fields.  Working  with  the  Town  Council  and  City  Manager, 
Little  League  and  the  Town  combine  resources  to  maintain 
the  fields  in  a  safe  and  functional  manner.  With  the  support  of 
local  sponsors  and  fund  raising  efforts  by  parents.  Little 
League  has  turned  a  browned-out  summertime  eyesore  into  a 
year  around  park  for  all  citizens  of  Los  Altos  Hills  to  enjoy. 
Los  Altos  Hills  Little  League  is  a  four-decades-old  commu- 
nity activity  that  has  given  "sluggers"  and  their  parents  mem- 
ories for  a  lifetime. 

Wes  Henderson 


Welcoming  Our 
Newcomers 

The  Community  Relations 
Committee  has  an  on-going 
project  to  welcome  newcomers 
to  our  Town.  An  informative 
packet  of  Town  material  is 
available  for  all  newcomers,  including  a  welcoming  letter 
from  the  Town  Council,  the  new  Town  Handbook,  informa- 
tion from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Library  and  other 
organizations,  and  voter  registration  forms.  The  welcoming 
letter  encourages  every  newcomer  to  stop  by  Town  Hall  to 
say  "Hello"  and  pick  up  a  full  packet.  If  that  is  inconvenient, 
the  newcomer  may  call  the  telephone  number  given  in  the 
letter  and  a  packet  will  be  mailed  to  them. 

The  Committee  has  found  that  the  best  way  to  obtain  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  new  residents  in  our  Town  is 
through  new  requests  for  utility  service!  The  Committee  re- 
ceives a  monthly  list  of  new  customers  as  a  courtesy  from  the 
Los  Altos  Garbage  Company  and  sends  the  welcoming  letter 
to  all  of  the  names  on  the  list.  Approximately  200  newcomers 
are  welcomed  each  year. 

These  are  used  each  Spring  for  sending  a  special  letter  to 
all  newcomers  inviting  them  to  the  annual  Spring  Town  ftinc- 
tion  every  May,  either  the  Spring  Greeting  at  Town  Hall,  or 
the  S'Bring  in  the  Hills  dinner  dance  which  has  been  held  at 
the  Fremont  Hills  Country  Club. 
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Available:  "Private  Road"  Handouts 

The  Town  Engineering  Department  has  prepared  two 
handouts  to  help  residents  who  live  on  private  roads.  The 
first  handout,  "Private  Street  -  What  Does  this  Mean?"  de- 
scribes what  steps  residents  should  take  if  they  have  just  be- 
come aware  that  the  street  they  live  on  is  a  private  road.  The 
second  handout,  "Town  Standards  for  Public  Roads,"  is 
geared  more  toward  design  professionals  who  are  evaluating 
the  potential  for  a  private  road  to  be  accepted  by  the  Town  as 
a  public  road.  Both  handouts  are  now  available  at  the  front 
counter  at  Town  Hall. 


About  Our  Publication 

The  Town  Newsletter  is  published  in  April  and  October 
with  assistance  from  our  Town  Volunteers  Committees 

Editor:  Roger  W.Bumell 
Associate  Editor:  Dorothy  Duffy  Price 

Los  Altos  Hills  City  Council 

Bill  Siegel,  Mayor  •  Sid  Hubbard.  Mayor  Pro  Tern 
•  Toni  Casey  •  Elayne  Dauber  •  Bob  Johnson  • 
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Residents'  Reply  Card 

We'd  love  to  hear  from  you.  Please  let  us  know  what  you 
think  and  how  we  might  better  meet  your  needs. 

1.  Volunteer  Committees  and  Appointments:  (Note:  If  there  are 
no  current  openings,  we  will  gladly  notify  you  when  one  becomes 
available.) 

□  Community  Relations  □  Finance  □  Pathways 

□  Recreation  &  Parks  □  Safety  □  Environmental 
Design  &  Protection  □  Town  Historian  □  Joint 

Volunteer  Awards  □  Youth  Commissioner; 

□  Exhibit  Curator  □  Senior  Coordinating  Council 

2.  S  '3u*(^  Om.  7<&  '^iiW96:  I  would  like  to  help  with  plan- 
ning, food,  and/or  entertainment. 


4.  What  topics  would  you  like  to  see  in  future  Town  Newslet- 
ters?  


5.  Do  you  have  any  questions  or  helpful  comments? 


7Ve  t^^iH^  cfou  v€n<f^  wuc^  f 


Name: 


3.  I  have  special  skills/talents  i.e.,  accounting,  cartooning  (we 
welcome  a  cartoonist),  computer  skills  and  would  be  pleased  to 
help  the  Town. 


Phone: 


(Please  cut  form  along  the  dotted  line,  and  return  to  Town 
Hall:  26379  Fremont  Road,  Los  Altos  Hills  CA  94022) 


)^j: 
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fy    Bring  the  Hills  together  this  Spring 
Join  your  neighbors  Old  &  New 
at  the  Third 

TOWN  OF  LOS  ALTOS  HILLS 

A  Social  event  for  me  entire  community. 


FEATURING: 

-Hosted  Champagne/Beverage  Hour  Hors  d'oeuvres- 
~Live/S-Wonderful  Early-Evening  Combo  Band- 
-Delicious,  Catered  Buffet  Supper-  ^ 

-Serenaders-  ^ 


o       o 

FOLLOWED  BY: 

-An  Evening  Dance  Party,  with  full  bar  facilities  (no  host)- 

-Live,  15-piece  exciting  "Big  Band"-  The  Serenaders 

-Unique  games,  «&  other  events  to  welcome 

our  newest  Los  Altos  Hills  neighbors- 

-Special  Drawings- 


THIS  IS  AN  EVENING  OF  WONDERFUL  FRIENDS, 
^  FOOD,  FESTIVITIES,  &  FUN..., 


; 


J 


...IT'S  AN  EVENING  NOT  TO  MISS! 


